Introduction
Security and economy are terms that define independent areas, with different roles for society, whose consolidation may place a state on different levels of power. How does the financial connection between the two areas manifest itself? It is a question that many answers were given to, especially based on the fact that peace, stability and prosperity are considered as a whole. In general, security is analyzed in correlation with development, knowing that the foundation of each state's development lays in its economy which, in the current global context, generates resources not only for the state to which it belongs to, but also for the global economy. At the same time, the connection between security and economy are analyzed in terms of the contribution that the economy has for the provision of specific military equipment and technology (for example the so-called economy of defense or defense industry) of its role in supplying dual-use goods and, often, as a main source in providing the financial resources needed to finance security needs and defense needs, respectively.
Reflecting the Connection between Security and Economy
The stated approach starts from the meanings of the two terms just as they are found in the Explanatory Dictionary of the Romanian Language [1] : security stands for "the fact of being sheltered from all danger; the sense of confidence and peace that anyone has in the absence of danger", while the economy is depicted as "all human activities carried out in production, distribution and consumption of material goods and services" [2] .
Of the short explanation given to the first term (security) I choose to relate to the feeling of peace that the state of security brings about, a feeling that even if not present in the explanation of the second term (economy) is induced at the level of the states with a solid economy that allow active people to participate in the economic life. The state of tranquility is felt by those who live in a country which is not torn by conflicts, where peace prevails and the institutions in the field of security operate and perform their roles assigned by society. At the same time, the state of tranquility and confidence is generated by employment, the idea of usefulness to society and self-fulfillment. The connections outlined are simple and have the same source -human needs -whose satisfaction directs the actions specific to each area. Both security and the economy relate to the individual, to his needs and development. Insecurity and violent conflict are among the biggest obstacles in the way of achieving objectives in terms of development.
Relations between security and the economy, concern both regional and global organizations ( Security is an essential element of the EU's approach and the first step towards restoring peace and development at country level. Expressions of a unitary approach to security and development occur in several EU documents that support the intensification of efforts for development and poverty eradication in peace and security. Thus, in its Resolution on Security Policy, adopted by the European Parliament on 10 June 1991, it is considered that "Security is more than just preventing war, because it is also based on economic, environmental, demographic, technological aspects, as well as on those of social and international interaction" [3] .
Also, EU's global approach to foreign conflicts and crises stresses the link between security and development, recognizing that "sustainable development and poverty eradication require peace and security", but also that the reverse postulate is equally true [4] . The connection between security and economics is also stressed in the declaration of the NATO Summit in Wales (4 -5 September 2014), which states that security is the foundation of prosperity.
Nationally, the security concept has been expanded to include in its sphere other areas in addition to the military, namely: the economic, social, political, technological and environmental ones. Integrating these areas within the sphere of security is determined by the characteristics of the current security environment and reflects the possibility that in certain circumstances the issues faced by each of the areas to turn into security risks. Thus national security could be affected by the failure of Romania's development objectives, having as main causes: persistent economic difficulties, proliferation of shadow economy and corruption, increasing tax evasion, precarious infrastructure or perpetuating the development gap in the European Union and low resistance to major turbulence in foreign markets. [5] .
As far as social risks are concerned we could consider as the main drivers of shortcomings the deficiencies in the education and health systems or labor market distortions. Regarding the latter highlighted factor we ought to show that often an economic environment that does not generates employment and where competition and investment are affected can turn into an outbreak of internal conflicts which, depending on the size gained can endanger the internal security of the state.
Another factor that could have an impact on all aspects of security is economic and financial crime. The diverse forms that it is found in, the dimensions acquired and the association, more often than not with the shadow economy and corruption, are just some of the reasons for all States to intensify their efforts of identifying effective ways to combat/reduce it. Actions directed towards this end are all the more necessary if one considers that the above mentioned phenomena affect every economy no matter how strong it is and the consequences are huge not only at the enterprise level, but also at the state level. Thus, as results from a survey conducted by PwC in 2014 show, the most common form of economic crime is theft, indicated as such in the survey by 69% of respondents. This is followed by fraud in procurement procedures (29%), corruption (27%), cybercrime (24%) and accounting fraud (22%). Other reported crimes include money laundering, mortgage and tax fraud [6] .
The mentioned phenomena have devastating consequences from the level of organizations, across states and regions to global level. Major damage to the economies and respective state budgets are felt in full at security and defense levels. The losses in tax revenues collected roll under the domino effect on the level of resources allocated by the state for funding public institutions and therefore those allocated for investments in security. To get a clearer picture on the scale reached we mention the results of the study conducted by the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners, according to which the reported average losses of companies from acts of economic crime is 5% of revenue each year. By applying the percentage to the gross world product estimated for 2013, it results in a potential loss worldwide driven by fraud of nearly $ 3.7 trillion [7] .
In the analysis performed by the Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP) a "critical point" was identified between peace and corruption which suggests that beyond a certain point, a small increase in corruption can lead to large decreases in peace [8] .
Often, the ramifications of corruption extend in all areas, affecting economic competitiveness, investment, social welfare, quality of public services and even administrative acts, the damage on states being an impressive one. The European Commission estimated that in 2014, the costs of corruption for the European economy at 120 billion per year, or nearly 1% of the GDP of the European economy but only the direct effects of corruption were taken into account. Globally, the cost of corruption equals more than 5% of GDP per capita. [9] . Instead, according to the analysis conducted by the RAND Europe Institute in 2016, where both direct and indirect effects of corruption were taken into account, the results of the moderate scenario suggest that at European level corruption costs amount to 990 billion US Dollars per year, while in Romania to 42.9 billion US Dollars per year or 15.60% of the GDP [10] , the highest level in the EU.
These data alone and we still have enough to understand why corruption is contained in the 
Economy as a Generator of Security Resources
As demonstrated, an economy can become stronger (more competitive) and functional where there is peace and security, but the results depend largely on the access to resources, high technology and education. An essential role in this regard is played by state institutions which, through the legal framework created, but also through the implementation of normative acts, can influence greatly, both economic performance and security, as advocated also by Nobel-winning economist Douglass North [11] .
Under the provisions of the laws underlying the establishment of security and defense institutions they cover activities that contribute to the provision of general public needs, namely the provision of a public good -security. Through the tasks entrusted their work does not aim at producing goods / services that may be subject to profit-generating transactions and, consequently, obtaining financial resources with which to finance themselves. Thus, based on the role assigned by society, the financial resources necessary to finance security sector beneficiaries are provided by security beneficiaries -public and private entities and citizens -by paying taxes set up as their obligations to the state.
The resources allocated to defense are part of the resources redeployed from the gross domestic product to public budgets, mainly through taxation. Going on this idea we might conclude that the higher the tax base (revenue, profit, turnover, wages etc.) the higher the level of resources collected by the state at its disposal and, therefore, the funding for defense could be more consistent. Reality shows, however, that the increasing trend in the level of economic resources generated is not always found in the volume of attracted resources or the budget allocated for defense.
Referring to Romania, according to data released by specialized institutions [12] , there is both a low efficiency in taxation (VAT decreased from 0.64 as it was in 2008, when the economic crisis broke out to 0.52 in 2014) and in the collection of tax revenues (Table 1) .
We have a suggestive image of the assertions if we look at the tax revenue collected by Romania compared to those collected by other EU member states. Some of the selected states are old EU Member States and have higher development levels than Romania (Austria, Great Britain, Germany, France, Sweden, Netherlands), and the others joined the EU in the last two waves, and have development levels close to that of Romania (Hungary, Slovenia, Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia integrated in 2004, and Bulgaria integrated with Romania in 2007). As is apparent from the data presented in the table, Romania returned to a level of collection of tax revenues of 28% of the GDP, but ranks last in the EU, with a difference of 12 points compared to the EU average of 40% of the GDP. The most powerful states in the EU also have the most efficient tax collection, voluntary tax compliance indicating awareness of the citizens of the respective states of the state's role in improving public policies and services whose beneficiaries they are.
Romania is currently trying to break the vicious circle of shadow economy and high corruption, the reduced level of tax revenues collection and of public budgets insufficient compared to the obligations of state. In this regard, we should stress the measures taken to strengthen state institutions and improve the legislative framework underpinning the collection and spending of public funds (Amending the Tax Code and the Law on Public Procurement), as well as increasing transparency in the use of resources allocated to public institutions, including those in the field of security and defense (the National System of Verification, Monitoring, Reporting and Control of Financial Statements, Legal Commitments and Budgets of Public Entities in Romania).
As apparent from the above, the volume of resources earmarked for security and defense is dependent on the economic performance of countries, the volume of resources collected from security beneficiaries having the status of taxpayers but also the priorities set by policy makers for financing in a financial year, quantified in the level of resources allocated to publicly funded institutions.
The reflection of the economic performance of the state on the security level of the respective State will be highlighted by the presentation in parallel of the evolution of the budget allocated to Ministry of National Defense of Romania, in nominal terms and as a percentage of the GDP. The data presented highlights how while maintaining constant the percentile value of the GDP allocated for defense, the funding level increases with the increase of the GDP. Thus, in 2026 the level of funding would be, in relative terms, 94.4% higher than in 2016. Through the commitments made at the Summit held in Wales in 2014, but also through the National Political Agreement on increasing defense funding, Romania aims to halt the decline of defense funding, increase investment in security, support multi-annual budgetary planning of military spending, in order to ensure the predictability of the equipping policy of the Romanian Military and reduce inefficiency in defense budget spending and improve expenditure structure.
Conclusions
It is, behold, obvious that, in the new security environment, marked by profound and complex changes, as well as by financial constraints, sustained economic growth could entail funding that lead to increased levels of capabilities of the security and defense sector institutions. Investments in equipping and training, the formation of modern forces, robust and capable of a high level of preparedness will be able to face current and future challenges. All security efforts will have to be based on sustainable expenditure, security benefits generating wealth both for present generations and for future ones. The Romanian state will become a credible provider of security, contributing to the strengthening of regional and global security, able to cope with economic shocks, but also with security risks.
